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Audits of material sent for processing at the Wellington Regional Waste Group Organics
Processing Facility were completed on the 2nd August 2016 by Tony Battersby and Jai Pearce.
Materials audited consisted of:
• City of Bunbury kerbside organics collection,
• Shire of Capel kerbside organics collection,
• Shire of Collie kerbside organics collection,
• Shire of Donnybrook—Balingup kerbside organics collection.
Loader bucket size samples were taken from each council’s feedstock. Feedstock was spread out
and separated by hand into two categories:
•
•

Organics.
Contamination.

Contamination was then separated further into three categories:
• Waste.
•

Recyclables.

•

Rubble.

All sample loads were randomly selected and were a fair indication of what was delivered to site
on that day. The onsite weighbridge was utilised to weigh sample loads and portable electronic
scales were used to weigh contamination loads
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City of Bunbury—Audit Results
Sample Size: 960kg
Organics: 929.8 kg
Contamination: 30.2 kg
Contamination rate: 3.15%

Contamination
24.5 kg of Residue Waste
0.5 kg of Rubble
5.2 kg of Recyclables
• 2.0 kg 1-6 Plastics.
• 0.1 kg Ali Cans.
• 0.1 kg Glass.
• 0.5 kg Steel Cans.
• 2.5 kg E-Waste.
Previous Audit Results
2015 - 2% Contamination Rate
2014 - 2% Contamination Rate
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Shire of Capel—Audit Results
Sample Size: 1,060kg
Organics: 1,050.5 kg
Contamination: 9.5kg
Contamination rate: 0.89%

Contamination
5.5 kg of Residue Waste
0 kg of Rubble
4 kg of Recyclables
• 2.0 kg 1-6 Plastics
• 0.25 kg Ali Cans
• 0.1.5 kg Glass
• 0.25 kg Steel Cans
Previous Audit Results
2014 - 3% Contamination Rate
2015 - 4% Contamination Rate
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Shire of Collie—Audit Results
Sample Size: 980kg
Organics: 956.5 kg
Contamination: 23.5 kg
Contamination rate: 2.39%

Contamination
13.5 kg of Residue Waste
0 kg of Rubble
10 kg of Recyclables
• 2.5 kg 1-6 Plastics
• 0.5 kg Ali Cans
• 2.5 kg Glass
• 2.0 kg Steel Cans
• 2.5 kg E-Waste
Previous Audit Results
First Year of Auditing
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Shire of Donnybrook—Balingup—Audit Results
Sample Size: 980kg
Organics: 979.5 kg
Contamination: 0.5 kg
Contamination rate: 0.05%

Contamination
0.4 kg of Residue Waste
0 kg of Rubble
0.1 kg of Recyclables
• 0.1 kg 1-6 Plastics
Previous Audit Results
2015 - 2% Contamination rate
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Conclusion and Recommendations
Conclusion
Overall I would like to congratulate all Councils and the Regional Waste Education Officers on a fantastic
audit result. The results from the audit are up there with the best practices throughout Australia and the
rest of the modernised world. A special mention has to go out to the Shire of Donnybrook—Balingup
which had a total of 500 grams of contamination in a sample load of 980 kilograms, we had our work cut
out for us just trying to find any contamination.
Dry recyclables defaulting as contamination was slightly up on previous audits and made up nearly half of
the contamination in the shires of Capel and Collie. Glass had also slightly increased with 4.1 kg in a total
of 3,980 kg sampled. City of Bunbury had a very good result on the glass contamination with only one
glass jar found in sample load.
Plastic bags continued to be a big contributor to the contamination with residents failing to remove
organic content from plastic bags. Lime green plastic bags utilised at the Bunbury Farmers Market were
significant in sample loads from the Shire of Capel and the City of Bunbury, these bags are particularly
troublesome being the same colour as the compostable bags distributed to residents by Councils.
Shire of Collie residents have taken to the new service like ducks to water and have demonstrated a very
good understanding of what to put in the organics bins and not what to put in there, evident with their
2% contamination rate.
The Shire of Capel had a 3% decrease in contamination rates compared to 2015 audit results, a
spectacular turn around and a job well done to everyone concerned.
Recommendations
•

Contact the Bunbury Farmers Market and highlight with them the impact that the shopping bags
distributed by them is having on the organic recycling service by confusing residents with the
chosen colour of the bags being identical to the compostable bags. Ideally would be to convince
the Bunbury Farmers Market to change their shopping bags to compostable bags and helps us
help the farmers that are growing there produce.

•

Councils to continue conducting bin audits in problem areas identified by collection drivers.

•

A media release promoting the great efforts of residents in keeping the contamination levels in
the organic bins so low and the huge environmental benefits the residents have achieved in
diverting the organics from landfill.

•

Promote and encourage wherever possible, to the remaining Councils in the Wellington Group of
Councils the benefits from the three bin organic system.

•

The Shire of Capel and the Shire of Collie to consider the introduction of 360 litre recycling bins to
help residents with extra capacity in recycling bin other than them overflowing dry recyclables
into organics bin.

•

The City of Bunbury to consider promoting E-waste recycling drop-off locations to residents.

